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 SPOTLIGHT  

Last week was World Book Week. 

Throughout the week the library was 

packed with us wonderful students 

listening to the interesting and exciting 

extracts of our favourite teachers’ 

favourite books. Many bestsellers were 

read, as well as some of the old classics. 

The best part was that everybody was so 

engaged in the stories; three ‘Story tellers’ 

really stood out: Mrs Trevarthen, dressed 

in a pirate costume read from the book 

“Revolting Rhymes” which is a compilation 

of fairy tales rewritten by Roald Dahl. But 

the fairy tales aren’t your ordinary fairy 

tales, oh no, they are what actually 

happened in those fairy tales ie The Three 

Little Pigs get cooked and eaten by the 

wolf in one of the Revolting Rhymes! 

Mr Butterworth was another of my 

favourites, although not just because of 

the book he read, but because of his (Mr) 

Incredible costume. However, my 

overall ‘joint’ favourites were Mr Adams 

and Mr Shepherd who read our 

favourite picture books,  “We’re going 

on a Bear Hunt” and “The Gruffalo” by 

Julia Donaldson - but with a twist. The 

readings were interactive and the 

library was turned into a deep dark 

forest. Whilst Mr Adams read the story, 

we followed Mr Shepherd around the 

library doing the actions and using 

tables as caves! We would even chant 

some of the words “We’re going on a 

bear hunt, we’re going to catch a big 

one, we’re not scared!” 

There were also some other activities 

that took place for the students who 

don’t particularly like to read. For the 

Year 7s, there was a full treasure hunt in 

which they had to find the teachers who 

were wearing the costume in the 

picture. On Thursday, we were finally 

allowed to dress up. This made our day 

fun and unusual. At 12.00 noon, the 

whole school stopped to read for 10 

minutes. 

But why do we do all of this? It’s about 

getting closer to reading. Some children 

in the country have never picked up a 

book before in their life. Reading is 

amazing. It is unlike any other type of 
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entertainment. You can take your time 

and also visualise scenes the way you 

want to, rather than being restricted to 

watching a movie with terrible special 

effects! There is also more choice when it 

comes to reading: there are over 

130,000,000 different books in existence 

compared to only 1,769,207 movies 

(according to the lMDB). 

This year to celebrate the event 8 new 

World Book Day books were published, 

written by 8 best-selling authors. The 

best bit is that they are all completely 

free in exchange for the World Book Day 

£1 tokens given to 14 million children 

across the country.  This means 14 

million children across the country are 

reading one of the 8 books – and you are 

one of them! 

So what are you waiting for? Get 

reading! 



Introducing New Governors  

As part of their induction process, on a wet and windy day, a small 

group of governors toured the school accompanied by Mr Tong, 

Daphne Johns (Chair of Governors) and long-serving governor, Jean 

Wood, Mrs Fran Clapham, Miranda Hope, Dan James, all parent 

governors, and Tessa Claridge, community governor, visited many 

lessons and very much appreciated seeing the school at work. The 

behaviour of pupils was exemplary and they talked about their work 

knowledgeably, with confidence and enthusiasm. Governors found 

the visit very useful and informative and are grateful to staff and 

students for the warm welcome they received.  In fact it was so good 

they plan to do it again! 

L to R: Mr Tong, Mrs Johns, Mrs Wood, Ms Hope, 

Mr James, Mrs Clapham, & Ms Claridge 

Extended Tutor Sessions – 19 March 

Next Wednesday, for the third time this year, all students will spend lesson 1 with their tutors to complete some important work in 

the Citizenship/PSHE programme. 

Year 7 groups will be doing some RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) work around puberty and coping with the changes we 

experience as we grow up, particularly around the challenges of being a teenager. Year 8 pupils are also following the RSE 

programme looking at conception and contraception. 

Year 9 students will continue to focus on human rights with a specific emphasis this session on the right to an education for all. 

Years 10 and 11 are considering the more adult topics of teenage pregnancy and healthy relationships.  These are essential areas of 

discussion in our aim to prepare our students to take their place in the adult work as well informed young people able to take 

responsibility and make sensible decisions for themselves. 

 

PARENTAL SUPERVISION AT WEEKENDS 

We have been made aware that last weekend a large 

number of young people organised and staged a party 

on the school grounds.  Police were called as a result of 

some poor behaviour.  It was an unsavoury incident. 

Many of the young people had nothing to do with 

Poltair, but some, unfortunately, were our pupils.  I have 

written to the pupils expressing my concern about their 

conduct, their safety and indeed the likely trouble they 

will land themselves in (including with the police) if 

there was any repeat of this kind of activity. 

I also feel the need to express my concern to yourselves, 

as parents and carers, with regard to your knowledge of 

your children’s whereabouts at weekends and in the 

evenings.  This was an undesirable event for any 

children of school age to be present at.  And yet there 

were a number of early or pre-teenage young people in 

attendance.  I am sure you will understand my reasoning 

to raise your awareness of this, and my appeal to 

yourselves as responsible adults to monitor and 

moderate your child’s social activities.  I would hate for 

something to happen to them or for any of them to 

unnecessarily be landed in trouble. 

Mr Tong, Headteacher 

DIARY DATES  

Friday 21 March to 
Saturday 22 March 

Years 7, 8 & 9 Retro Challenge  

 

Thursday 27 March Year 8 Curriculum Evening 6—8 pm 

Friday 4 April Last day of term school closes at 1.00 pm 
(buses leave at 1.15 pm) 

Saturday 5 April to 
Monday 21 April 

 
Easter holidays 

Tuesday 22 April School returns 

Please note that the weekly Spotlight and any archived 
Spotlights, together with news items are available to view or 
download from the school website www.poltairschool.co.uk 
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