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Last week was World Book Week.
Throughout the week the library was
packed with us wonderful students
listening to the interesting and exciting
extracts of our favourite teachers’
favourite books. Many bestsellers were
read, as well as some of the old classics.

The best part was that everybody was so
engaged in the stories; three ‘Story tellers’
really stood out: Mrs Trevarthen, dressed
in a pirate costume read from the book
“Revolting Rhymes” which is a compilation
of fairy tales rewritten by Roald Dahl. But
the fairy tales aren’t your ordinary fairy
tales, oh no, they are what actually
happened in those fairy tales ie The Three
Little Pigs get cooked and eaten by the
wolf in one of the Revolting Rhymes!

Mr Butterworth was another of my
favourites, although not just because of
the book he read, but because of his (Mr)

Incredible costume. However, my
overall ‘joint’ favourites were Mr Adams
and Mr Shepherd who read our
favourite picture books, “We’re going
on a Bear Hunt” and “The Gruffalo” by
Julia Donaldson - but with a twist. The
readings were interactive and the
library was turned into a deep dark
forest. Whilst Mr Adams read the story,
we followed Mr Shepherd around the
library doing the actions and using
tables as caves! We would even chant
some of the words “We’re going on a
bear hunt, we’re going to catch a big
one, we’re not scared!”

There were also some other activities
that took place for the students who
don’t particularly like to read. For the
Year 7s, there was a full treasure hunt in
which they had to find the teachers who
were wearing the costume in the
picture. On Thursday, we were finally
allowed to dress up. This made our day
fun and unusual. At 12.00 noon, the
whole school stopped to read for 10
minutes.

But why do we do all of this? It’s about
getting closer to reading. Some children
in the country have never picked up a
book before in their life. Reading is
amazing. It is unlike any other type of

entertainment. You can take your time
and also visualise scenes the way you
want to, rather than being restricted to
watching a movie with terrible special
effects! There is also more choice when it
comes to reading: there are over
130,000,000 different books in existence
compared to only 1,769,207 movies
(according to the IMDB).

This year to celebrate the event 8 new
World Book Day books were published,
written by 8 best-selling authors. The
best bit is that they are all completely
free in exchange for the World Book Day
£1 tokens given to 14 million children
across the country. This means 14
million children across the country are
reading one of the 8 books —and you are
one of them!

So what
reading!

are you wai't



Introducing New Governors

As part of their induction process, on a wet and windy day, a small
group of governors toured the school accompanied by Mr Tong,

Daphne Johns (Chair of Governors) and long-serving governor, Jean
Wood, Mrs Fran Clapham, Miranda Hope, Dan James, all parent
governors, and Tessa Claridge, community governor, visited many
lessons and very much appreciated seeing the school at work. The
behaviour of pupils was exemplary and they talked about their work
knowledgeably, with confidence and enthusiasm. Governors found
the visit very useful and informative and are grateful to staff and
students for the warm welcome they received. In fact it was so good
they plan to do it again!

L to R: Mr Tong, Mrs Johns, Mrs Wood, Ms Hope,
Mr James, Mrs Clapham, & Ms Claridge

Extended Tutor Sessions — 19 March

Next Wednesday, for the third time this year, all students will spend lesson 1 with their tutors to complete some important work in
the Citizenship/PSHE programme.

Year 7 groups will be doing some RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) work around puberty and coping with the changes we
experience as we grow up, particularly around the challenges of being a teenager. Year 8 pupils are also following the RSE
programme looking at conception and contraception.

Year 9 students will continue to focus on human rights with a specific emphasis this session on the right to an education for all.

Years 10 and 11 are considering the more adult topics of teenage pregnancy and healthy relationships. These are essential areas of
discussion in our aim to prepare our students to take their place in the adult work as well informed young people able to take
responsibility and make sensible decisions for themselves.

PARENTAL SUPERVISION AT WEEKENDS ” INFORM AT'ON EVENT

We have been made aware that last weekend a large
number of young people organised and staged a party At DUChY couege

. STOKE CLIMSLAND AND ROSEWARNE
on the school grounds. Police were called as a result of
: - Saturday 15th March,
some poor behaviour. It was an unsavoury incident.
10am - 12pm
Many of the young people had nothing to do with Drop in to find out more about
Poltair, but some, unfortunately, were our pupils. | have our range of courses.

written to the pupils expressing my concern about their

ool s woni o
DUCHY COLLEGE

conduct, their safety and indeed the likely trouble they
will land themselves in (including with the police) if DIARY DATES

there was any repeat of this kind of activity.
Friday 21 March to |Years 7, 8 & 9 Retro Challenge

| also feel the need to express my concern to yourselves, Saturday 22 March

as parents and carers, with regard to your knowledge of
your children’s whereabouts at weekends and in the Thursday 27 March Year 8 Curriculum Evening 6—8 pm

evenings. This was an undesirable event for any Friday 4 April Last day of term school closes at 1.00 pm
children of school age to be present at. And yet there (buses leave at 1.15 pm)

were a number of early or pre-teenage young people in Saturday 5 April to
Easter holidays

attendance. | am sure you will understand my reasoning Monday 21 April
to raise your awareness of this, and my appeal to
. . Tuesday 22 April School returns
yourselves as responsible adults to monitor and
moderate your child’s social activities. | would hate for
something to happen to them or for any of them to Please note that the weekly Spotlight and any archived
unnecessarily be landed in trouble. Spotlights, together with news items are available to view or

Mr Tong, Headteacher download from the school website www.poltairschool.co.uk




Cornwall Junior Chess Championships us u11 u13 U15 U18

rd .
Sunday March 23™ 2013 at Penair School, Truro TR1 1TN
also prizes for best U8, U10, U12, U14 and a school team prize!
Timetable for all events
9.15am Doors open (9.30 am. is the latest time to arrive if entering on the day.)
9.45 am Introduction and explanation of events.
10.00 am Round One. Later rounds will start about 10 minutes after the end of the previous round.
1.00 pm Lunch (approximate, for about 30 minutes)
Between 4.00 p.m. and 4.30 pm Prizegivings (we will push through early rounds quickly using adjudications so
the event ends earlier than in the past)
Tournament Details Each section will be 6 rounds, you play every round (unless there's an odd number of
players!). If you know the moves you are very welcome. Chess clocks will not be used except possibly in the later
rounds on the top boards. A half-point bye can be claimed (rounds 1 to 4 only) if it is claimed when you enter.
Enter in advance by email for a £1 reduction in the entry fee: pay on the day. All ages as at midnight on
31/08/2013. Entries accepted on the day if we have enough equipment.
Prizes and certificates Cornwall U9, U11, U13, U15 and U18 Championship trophies will be awarded to the
highest placed boy or girl living in Cornwall or attending school in the county. Prizes too for best U8, U10, U12, U14
at least. Other prizes for high scorers, best girl, and newcomers, depending on entries. Certificates for alll
Team event: the highest total score by any four players, in any event, from one school wins the school prize. So
the more players from a school, the better chance that school has!
You may qualify to play in the UK Chess Challenge! (See h ¥
To qualify for Cornwall’s final (at Penair School on Saturday May 3rd) you need to reach a target score in your
section.
Directions to the venue at Penair School TR11TN
From the Trafalgar roundabout in Truro turn of f the A390 up St. Clement's Hill. It's one mile from the roundabout
to Penair School: take the school's 2nd entrance, aim for the dining room. Plenty of parking space.
Refreshments and Bookstall Hot and cold drinks. sweets and light refreshments on sale 11am-2pm.(Or
bring a packed lunch) A few chess books will be on sale.

Cornwall County Junior Squad The results will be used in the selection of future Cornwall junior teams.

Help please! Offers of help will be gratefully received. Please contact Mr Kneebone (see below). No chess skill
needed for some of the tasks! Volunteers please to help with: reception, results processing, noticeboards.

OGEHOLE CAT

& OTHER BALLETS

Al

%mmmpmhawmlm
co finect young cancers.

§
:
i
g
i
m
:

DUCHYBALLET

:

Cornwall Music
Education Hub

Supervision: Please note that Cornwall Chess Association is only responsible for children in the playing rooms
The easiest way to enter is by completing the entry form below and pasting it inte an email to me!
Lead Onganiser: Robin Kneebone 01872 858602 or 07531543651 (mobile is often switched of fl)

Entry Form Please email (pay on the day) Robin Kneebone contact@cornwallchess.org.uk to arrive at the latest
by noon Friday 21" March OR turn up on the day of the event strictly by 9.30 am.

PAMBE. cciccsossormssnssmsmssssusseecminssinsis s omsies uovtpskasssevss e makisasonans Date of Birth ......ccoccmsiusine: Boy/Girl
Email address . cnmmass i TelePRONG s i s
School/Club: ... Bye requested (if any) round ...
Section(s) entered, (please circle or underline one):
Under 9 Under 13 Under 18
Under 11 Under 15

Note: if there are enough entries we will also run a separate Under 7 section.
Entry fee £5, but £4 if you email me by noon Fri 21 March. Cheques payable to Cornwall Chess Association.
If you prefer to enter by post then send this form to: Robin Kneebone, Penhalt, The Avenue, TRURO TR1 IHT




