Bringing you our latest news!

Issue 9 Autumn Term
Week ending 8 November 2013

Parents’ Information Newsletter
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"~ YEARS 10 & 11
/i 24 HOUR CHALLENGE -

On Friday 25 October at 12pm, fifty four Year 10 and 11 pupils, together with

Mr Foster and Miss Owens, began the 24 hour challenge for our 3 chosen
charities:- Mount Edgcumbe Hospice, the RNLI and Care International. We started
off with a massive game of dodgeball and then spent the following 23 hours
working our way through various activities — from dodgeball to dingbats, from
‘Game of Life’ to games of ‘Just Dance’, from badminton to basketball, ‘Rock-it
ball’ to ‘Rummikub’, kickboxing to kingpin; and table tennis to trampolining. Most
of us continued through the small hours — with someone being active in every one
of the 24 very long and tiring hours! Particular highlights had to be the mass game
of benchball on the Friday evening, playing ‘one knee’ at about 3am, some of the
Year 11’s playing the longest version of ‘Game of Life’ EVER; and everyone’s
somewhat tired attempts at dodgeball on the Saturday morning!

Joined by a large number of staff throughout the 24 hours, we continued to
challenge ourselves to keep going and experience as many activities as we could.
Some slept, some kept going but everyone had a great time and we have
hopefully raised a massive amount for charity.

Please can we remind all
participants to bring in
their sponsor forms and
money raised to Mrs
Chard in the Finance
Office (break and lunch
times only) as soon as
possible.

Wel |l done t o
who toek4 plaos
i s not easy,
with it! And
thank you ta
staf who ga
t me to come
supervise t

Miss Owens &
Mr Foster
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Scott Marks
S8RW

For his positive attitude and his role in
organising the house football.

TEWINGTON

Jessica Lean
10CH

For supporting the house

in recent events.

Lacey Coad
THV

For her enthusiastic, helpful and kind
approach towards pupils and school.
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Talan Annear
11JD

For having 100% attendance and a
positive attitude to learning.

Tyena Tait
7CS

For being positive about her learning and
all aspects of Poltair.

TRENANCE

Emily Crane
OSF

For contributions to tutor time,
particularly NAC (Numeracy across the

Curriculum).
Dean Thomas Beth Woolhouse
7KR 11PM

For volunteering to captain the Year 7
football team and for winning his boxing
match this weekend.

For contributing to the
school community.

PE HOUSE COMPETITION
21—25 October

After an exciting week of sport during the PE House Com-
petition, Trenance were victorious! The boys competed in
football while the girls took part in benchball. All week the
scores were too close to call, with any house potentially
being crowned champions. However both Year 11
Trenance teams clinched victory on the final day to secure
victory.

We | | done Trenan

House Champions

1% Trenance
2" Treverbyn
3" Tewington




vears 5 & @ [Primary
raihcmancs scssioms

Following the hugely successful
mathematics sessions with the more
able Years 5 and 6 pupils from our
local primary schools we have
developed a comprehensive support
package to ensure excellent progress
at KS2. Each pupil will attend a
monthly session at Poltair that has
been designed to enrich and extend
their mathematical

understanding. So far this year the
Year 5 pupils have looked at how
they can use volume when dealing
with packaging products and used

Smoothies to investigate the

mathematics that could be involved extremely valuable to see and we

in cooking, shopping and data came away with lots of ideas that we

analysis. The Year 6 pupils have can use at Poltair. The aim for the

investigated real life graphs. end of the year is to work

The pupils are enjoying the sessions, collaboratively with the primary

saying “I can’t believe this is Maths” schools to ensure a smooth transition

» . . between Years 6 and 7 in
and “I really enjoy being out of my

mathematics.

seat and learning with other pupils”.

|
school we have visited St Mewan -

As well as hosting the sessions in
and Mount Charles to see first- W ‘
hand how the primary pupils work )
and the type of resources the
teachers are using. It was
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The Ex@@é?r School

of Moathematics Competition

Three of our Year 10 pupils, Saffron
Tyler, Lauren Masters and Lisa
Figgitt, are competing against some
of the most gifted mathematicians in
the South West. The Kings - Exeter
Mathematics Competition offers
young mathematicians the
opportunity to share their love of the
subject in an interesting and
engaging manner. By taking part, our
students will develop their ability to
communicate and explain

mathematics whilst expressing their
creativity. They have to submit a

video on one of four abstract 7 %G OHX -
mathematical concepts, and they o‘-' ! . ,.'T '&
have chosen Egyptian /; " % o X 7:'
Fractions. The winning team from . e ‘nA’ . j0'
the South West will meet with their X ‘ﬂ!.x % (§) *=%¥
counterparts from London at an v 1/ i o \f‘-

awards ceremony, where they will x' | “%

present their work to the Minister TO%mix ¥

for Education.

Good luck girls!
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Groups of students from Year 7, 8 and
9 have the opportunity to spend
some of their learning time in the
Maths Intervention room. Our
intervention programme, in common
with all our teaching, provides a
balance between challenge and
support to help pupils to feel secure
in their learning and to make good

progress. Through careful

assessment and observing the
students in their main classes, areas
where there are gaps in students’
learning are identified. Sometimes, a
student finds it difficult to grasp a
particular concept, or they have

difficulty transferring the concept
into practice. Their learning may
have faltered because an essential
piece of prior knowledge was missing
or they may be new to maths and
this inevitably impacts on their
learning, certainly initially.

Numeracy across
the curriculumnm

We are working hard to ensure all pupils can apply their

mathematics to all of their lessons. One of the ways we are doing

this is through the fortnightly tutor quiz.

Results so far this year:

The best year group is Year 7

The best house is Treverbyn

Why not try one of the questions from this week:

Whi ¢ hd it gviot

number

becomes

rever sed?

The maths intervention involves
equipping the students with new
ways of thinking about a problem,
self-help activities and routines and
fixing old misconceptions. A wealth
of focussed activities and apparatus
help to support the students’
learning and the smaller group size
gives the students more of a chance
to take part in reading and sustained
talk as they discuss their reasoning
in maths. Alongside the personal
processes which are coached and
developed in Maths intervention,
writing skills are developed and this
can help in all other curriculum

areas.

The personalised intervention builds
on the strengths of each student as
well as their weaknesses and the
students are very clear about what
they need to improve and how they
can effect such improvements. The
eventual outcome of the
intervention process is to help
students make good progress so that
they can slot back into class having
hag trhe b\(/evnﬁﬁéorﬁ a siFnH'iceant di
intervention input, or simply a
gentle nudge to get them back on
track!

Stephanie Cairns
Maths Intervention Co-ordinator




We caon use
frigonometry to
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dinozour a fossil ist

L.
Yo de,

ik
This Segway is '-i
cool! g

(,rl "'.. . ', i [.

I really liked that the students
talked uz through what they did
and how they used Maths,
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Exam Dates

There will be no external mathematics

exams until:-
9" June 2014

13" June 2014

Poltair Plus — Mathematics

STEM Year 10 Science
and Technology Showcase

Plymouth University

It was a reclly fun day as
it was hands on and we
learnt mere doing the

It was good to see how
computers can be used,
especially when it

All pupils must have a
scientific calculator for
their Mathematics lessons.
We have some for sale for
£6.00 — please see Mrs

Russell if you would like
one.

Day Year
Tuesday Year 11
Wednesday Year 10
Thursday All years mymaths

We have revision guides and Maths
Watch CDs to help support KS4 pupils
with their GCSE exams.

Maths Watch CDs £3 Revision guides £4




DIARY DATES Year 11 Football Brannel V Poltair

Thursday 24 October

Mon 11 Nov Remembrance Assemblies
] Mat ch Report by Dan
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 3.45 - 6.15 pm

The game started evenly with both teams

Wed 20 Nov Humanities ‘House’ Quiz
3.15—4.15 pm

keeping little possession. Poltair began to

create chances and when one dropped to

Thurs 28 Nov GCSE Certificate Evening 6—7 pm
Prize Evening 7.30—9.30 pm

Brad Peach he finished calmly, putting

Poltair ahead. Shortly after Brannel

Fri 29 Nov Staff Training Day equalised. The second half started much

No pupils in school like the first. Poltair continued to battle

and managed to regain the lead when Dan
Tues 3 Dec Curriculum Enrichment Day

‘NSPCC Numeracy Day’
Pearl of Africa Choir visit and concert (7pm)

Marks picked out Caleb Hawken to finish
calmly, just like the first goal.

Brannel equalised through a controversial

Mon 9 Dec Year 11 Parents’ Evening 3.45 - 6.15 pm penalty. The game ended 2—2, Poltair

Friday 20 Dec Celebration Assembly CESEEE 0 i 0 (EllEe: el

Santa Run performance.

Man of the Match: Keagan De Carvalho

School closes at 1.00 pm
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

Please note that the weekly Spotlight and any archived Spotlights, together with news items, are available to view
or download from the school website www.poltairschool.co.uk

JOIN STRIDE CORNWALL AND HELP BEAT BREAST CANCER
SOONER

SUNDAY 17" NOVEMBER 2013 — 11 am

Lanhydrock House Estate, Nr Bodmin.

Each day around 136 women will find out they have breast cancer and each year around 11,600 women
lose their live to it. With the lifetime risk of getting breast cancer rising to 1 in 8 women in the UK, we need
your help even more than ever.

We are leading on breast cancer — our pioneering work has been a driving force behind the decline in breast
cancer death rates in the UK. We don’t receive Government funding for our research so every step towards
beating cancer relies on every pound raised. We can’t do it without you.

Join Stride Cornwall and help beat Breast Cancer sooner.

The Cornwall STRIDE is al0km sponsored walk for all the family (THATS a0l CANCER

RIGHT..MEN TOO ..and the dog)! around the beautiful grounds of the Lanhydrock " RESEARCH

House Estate. "M’ UK




