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ARCHIE SMITH (1922 – 2012)
Archie Smith’s name and reputation are synonymous with a
golden period of education in St Austell. In particular, his
memory and influence are still keenly felt at Poltair School,
amongst many adults (staff and parents alike) who benefitted
from being pupils at the school during his stewardship. We will
be using this Thursday’s Prize Evening to reflect on Archie’s life,
his achievements and the grand legacy he left for all of us.
Obviously our thoughts will be with Archie’s family and close
friends who will be mourning his passing, but, I am sure, also
acknowledging the wonder of a very full life well-lived.
Mr Stephen Tong Headteacher
Recollections from Mr Tony Lake, as the last member of staff at Poltair to work under the Headship of
Archie Smith
A W Smith’s connection with Poltair dates back to the origins of the school with his mother being one of
the founder pupils of St Austell County School. Archie himself was enrolled as part of the intake in
1932. Indeed being Poltair through and through even his wife, Doreen, whom he married in 1944, was
a St Austell County school girl.
The Gorran Haven man was a prefect and Head of Trenance House but his distinguished School career
was highlighted by his selection for Cornwall’s cricket XI as their youngest ever player. His exploits as
the County’s best fast bowler are still talked about today.
In January 1940, keen to sample what his grandfather referred to as the “pinnacle of success,” Archie
worked as a probationary teacher at St Austell Central Senior Boys (West Hill) until September 11th
when according to the school log he “...left school at 4 pm to enter St Luke’s Training Centre, Exeter”.
As soon as his training finished in June 1942 he joined the RAF as aircrew. At the end of the War in
March 1946 he returned home looking for a job. Dressed in his demobbed suit he was interviewed by
Cyril Andrew, Head of West Hill.
“What can you offer?”
“PE and Geography as specialist subjects.”
“Just what we want. When can you start?”
“Tomorrow.”
And tomorrow it was … as part of St Austell education for the next 36
years.
With the town growing, Penrice was built in 1960 and Cyril Andrew left
West Hill to take up the new Headship and overcoming strong
resistance from County Hall, the West Hill governors prevailed, and
secured Archie as their Head.
With the onset of comprehensive education, further re-organisation
took place in the town, resulting in the concept of Poltair. For three
Archie Smith at the
years it operated as a split site and it was not until September 1974
Silver Jubilee Speech Day
that the whole School was together on one site. He masterminded and
1996
steered the transition and established Poltair as we know it.
Universally known for his carnation in his lapel and remembered by staff for his “Thoughts for the
Week.” A most respected and well-loved man who was a proud Cornishman, proud of St Austell, but
prouder still of Poltair.

NEWS FLASH ……
Unfortunately, due to mechanical problems with the printing facilities at school, we were unable to
print last week’s Spotlight. This week’s newsletter has therefore been combined making it a larger
edition than normal.
Ten Tors Walk 2 - South Dartmoor
As Sunday 11 November dawned, the Ten Tors teams were ready to set foot out on Dartmoor once again.
Incredibly, the skies were blue and the sun shone as teams were tested in familiar and new territory. Both teams
carried injury within the team during the training but with support from their peers successfully completed
another day on the hill. The 35 and 45 new recruits practiced team work strategies and are aware of some of the
challenges ahead. The 45 team checked out a number of different route choices in order to refine their
performance in future.
Joey McDonald reflected on the training; 'It was eventful, tiring, fun
and above all... more mileage! This made it beneficial to our
training. We took it in turns to be Lead Navigator and Back-up
Navigator. Today's experience will make us reflect upon our
training so far and look forward to improving next time!’
H Blackburn (35 & 45 Ten Tors Team Manager)

Golfing success for Ben

Mathematics Department Review

Congratulations to Ben Pill (11RP) who was
presented with two cups at St Austell Golf
Club last Saturday for winning both the Club
Junior Championship and the under 21’s
Championship.

As part of our two year self-evaluation cycle, we are about to
begin a review of the Mathematics Department. This will
involve observing pupils learning in lessons, analysing pupil
work in exercise books, talking to pupils and listening to the
views of parents.
We are interested in your views about your child/children's
experience of Mathematics at Poltair School. Please can I
direct you to poltairschool.co.uk/parentsurvey – where a
survey is available for you to complete.
The survey is available from Friday 23 November until
Wednesday 5 December.
Thank you for your time.

Alan Lund, Captain of St Austell Golf Club
presenting Ben with one of his awards.

Claire White
Assistant Headteacher:
Quality and Standards

DIARY DATES
Tuesday 4 December
Please note change of date to:Thursday 13 December
Monday 17 December
Tuesday 18 December
Wednesday 19 December
Thursday 20 December

Year 10 Curriculum & Work Experience Evening
Main Hall 6.00 to 8.00 pm
GCSE Certificate Evening – Main Hall 6.00 for 6.30 pm start
Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Main Hall 3.45 to 6.15 pm
Christmas celebrations/events (more details to follow)

TREGREHAN

TRENANCE

TREVERBYN

TEWINGTON

HOUSE

STARS

Ross Marks
8LW

Callum Bray
9LA

For following the 5Ps, getting
involved with everything to do
with Tewington House and
putting 100% into all
that he does.

For taking an active role in the
class and opportunities outside
of the tutor group.

Tom Figgitt
7AR

Ben Philp
9DF

For his excellent contributions in
Maths, for helping others, always
demonstrating the 5Ps and for
having 100% attendance,
outstanding behaviour and
punctuality.

For his contributions to the
Remembrance Day assembly,
100% attendance, outstanding
behaviour and punctuality.

Josh Wright
7FG

Joey McDonald
9KP
For contributions to assembly
and positivity towards school
council elections.

For 100% attendance and
upholding the 5Ps at all times.
100% attendance and no behaviour
points all term.

For being a model pupil and always
doing her absolute best.

8
Aimee Preston-Harley
For always7CHA
being positive and

Kieren Kealy
11KR

helpful. to student
For being elected
council.

For positive attitude and 100%
attendance.

For receiving the most vivos in his
tutor group.

A really exciting event will be
happening in just under four
weeks ...
No... Not Christmas... but
SANTA is coming to town!
“On Thursday 20th December there is going to be a Santa Fun
Run at Poltair School, and this year... every house is invited to
take part.
The Santa Fun Run is a fundraising event to raise money for a
local charity, Cornwall Hospice Care, which funds the operation at
Mount Edgcumbe Hospice in St Austell and St Julia's Hospice in
Hayle.
Tregrehan House at Poltair School had the first school Santa Fun
Run last year in Cornwall. They raised £2500! This year, we want
as many children as possible to take part from every house to
raise money for this great local cause.
The route will be about a mile around the school grounds, but
students can walk, jog or run the event. It doesn't cost anything
to register; all we ask is that participants raise sponsorship
money. When £5 has been raised on their sponsor form they will
get a free Santa suit that can be taken home to personalise, with
the name of their house and house colour decorations.
There will also a trophy for the Top Fundraiser, The Best
Decorated Santa Suit and a shield for the house that raises the
most between them.''
Keep an eye out for the sponsor forms which will be coming
home soon.
Miss Sullivan

See your Tutor to sign up

Launch of the Young Enterprise Programme
Poltair has recently launched a Young Enterprise Programme for its Year 10 pupils. The programme will
provide our pupils with the opportunity to gain real ‘hands on’ experience of running a business. Poltair
Enterprises and Poltair Technologies have recently been set up and will be trading throughout the year.
The Board of Directors for both businesses have been selected by its members; each director will be
responsible for a key business function. Every member of Poltair Enterprises and Poltair Technologies will
be playing an active role in the day-to-day running of the business under the instruction of the directors.
The Board of Directors for both businesses are shown below.
Board of Directors for Poltair Enterprises
Managing Director
Bradley Hallett
Company Secretary
Jamie Chapman
IT Director
Angus Helson
Finance Director
Shaun Harris
Shamirah Richards
Sales Director
Marketing Director
Sophie Brandon
Operations Director
Kelly Marshall
Human Resources Director Brierley Rickard

Board of Directors for Poltair Technologies
Managing Director
Nathan Galt
Company Secretary
Cale Payne
IT Director
Christian Robins
Finance Director
Shane Francis
Sales Director
Curtis Best
Marketing Director
Martyn Dyke
Operations Director
Callum Jones
Human Resources Director Nathan Fryer

So far this year, both businesses have set up trading accounts with HSBC, raised capital through share
issue, developed a product and established a working relationship with the business advisor who visits
Poltair every week to provide necessary guidance and support on any business activities taking place.
Poltair Enterprises and Poltair Technologies will also be exhibiting and selling their product ranges at 3
key trade fairs taking place throughout the year. The first trade fair will take place at Sainsbury’s in Truro
between 9.00am and 1.00pm on Saturday 8 December 2012.
Poltair Enterprises
Poltair Enterprises consists of pupils who have a strong
understanding about business and possess the
necessary business skills to succeed. Poltair Enterprises
will be producing a range of key rings in different sizes
with a chosen theme locked within a plastic fob. The key
rings will be targeted at different groups of people using
a diverse range of designs and themes. Mobile phone
cases, cotton bangles and hessian patterned bags have
also been considered by the directors of the business.
Poltair Technologies
Poltair Technologies consists of pupils who have strong
carpentry skills and a passion to succeed. Poltair
Technologies is fully embracing the opportunities
provided by the Young Enterprise Programme and is
currently producing, marketing and selling high quality
wooden plant pot holders to the local market place.
The wooden plant pot holder design is now running
main stream and successful links have been established
with Walter Bailey, a local timber merchant in Par. This
relationship will provide Poltair Technologies with a
valuable supplier link providing a necessary source for
its materials. The business is also looking to expand
further by providing a range and potted plants will be
offered as an optional extra!
Mr J Jones

