TOP TEN

Key Stage 3
In Key Stage 3 the Science curriculum
has been changed to include a wide
range of exciting topics within the
disciplines of Chemistry, Biology and
Physics. Pupils are taught key
scientific
principles
and
then
encouraged to apply their new-found
knowledge and understanding in
exciting and challenging situations
using resources from the new ‘Wikid’
scheme of work. This means that the
students can be like CSI officers,
learning about Pyrotechnics, seeing
how Chemistry is involved in cooking
and experiencing many more new
learning opportunities.
There are small unit assessments and
assessment for learning (AfL) tasks
within each unit, accompanied by
termly reviews of learning. As all pupils
cover the same units per term, close
monitoring of progress can take place
with the potential for re-setting to fully
stimulate pupils to their full potential.

Mr Riley
1) What exactly do you do at Poltair? I am joint
Head of Science.
2) What is your favourite meal? Moules marinière.
3) If you were not a Teacher what would you be?
A Neurologist or a Professional Surfer.
4) Who are your heroes? My parents.
5) Who is your favourite singer/band? Oasis.
6) What is your favourite book? Michael Peterson’s
Biography (he is a famous Australian surfer from the
70s who has schizophrenia).
7) Name one thing that perhaps people don’t
know about you? I have a professional scuba diving
qualification.
8) What do you enjoy most about Poltair?
Seeing the pupils succeed.
9) What do you treasure most? My education, as it
provided me with all the opportunities to do so many
things in life and I haven’t finished yet!
10) What one thing would you change in the
world? The British weather!

Important Exam Information
Year 10 modules: (Majority of Year Group)

Thursday 11th November 2010

Year 11 exams: (Separate Science set only)
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Thursday 13th January 2011
Monday 17th January 2011
Wednesday 19th January 2011

Revision Guides are available from the Prep room as follows:
Year 9 set 1 and 10 set 1 Separate Sciences

£2.99 per Science

Year 10
Year 11
Year 10 Core revision guide £3.50
Year 11 Additional revision guide
£3.50
Year 10 Core workbook
£2.50
Year 11 Additional workbook
£2.50
Purchased together
£5.00
Purchased together
£5.00
Due to syllabus changes in 2011 the Year 10 books will only be available for a limited time so we
highly recommend that Year 10 students buy these now. Any copies not sold before 5th
November 2010 will be returned to the supplier.
Anyone who is unsure which revision guides to buy should speak to their Science teacher.
Revision
We will be running revision sessions until 4.15pm on Thursday evenings in the run up to the
November exams and again for the January exams.

SCIENCE FAMILY QUIZ
Answers to be submitted to any member of the Science team by Friday 5 November 2010
1st prize - 20 vivos ……………… 2nd prize - 15 vivos …………………. 3rd prize 10 vivos
Round 1: Chemistry
1) What pH value indicates an alkaline solution? pH0, pH3,
pH7 or pH14
2) Ethanoic acid is contained in which common household
substance?
3) Na is the chemical symbol for which element?
4) When an acid reacts with a base, what is produced?
5) Which of these is an example of metamorphic rock? Chalk,
Marble, Granite or Limestone
Round 2: Space
1) How far is the earth from the sun?
2) Which is the 5th planet from the sun?
3) In what year did NASA first land a spacecraft on Mars?
4) How many days does it take Mercury to orbit the sun?
5) What do we call an object that is in orbit around a planet?
Round 3: Nature
1) Which bird has the largest wingspan of 11 feet?
2) What is the fastest animal in the world?
3) What happens if a goldfish is kept in the dark?
4) The strawberry is part of which plant family?
5) How many hearts does an earthworm have?
Round 4: Physics
1) Which of the following is not a magnetic material?
2) The heat an object contains is the amount of its thermal
energy, what is it measured in?
3) What colour will a blue flag appear in red light?

4) What is the approximate range of frequencies that can be
heard by people with normal hearing?
5) A spanner is used to tighten a nut. A force of 100N is
applied 0.2 m from the centre of the nut. What is the
moment?
Round 5: Biology
1) What is the function of the cell membrane?
2) Which of these features is an example of continuous
variation? Gender, blood group, weight or eye colour?
3) Which of these features shows inherited variation?
Tongue-rolling, having a scar, pierced ears or being able to
swim
4) What sort of joint is the shoulder joint?
5) Where is digested food absorbed into the bloodstream?
Round 6: Engineering
1) What type of frequencies are too high to be heard by
humans?
2) Which of the following was not designed by Isambard
Kingdom Brunel? The Thames Tunnel, the Royal Albert
Bridge, the Clifton Suspension Bridge or the London Sewer
System ?
3) Where is the tallest man-made structure in the world?
4) Computer storage density is a measure of the quantity of
information. What is this measured in?
5) Give four examples of things an electrical engineer would
design.

